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INCORPORATED AS SENIOR LEAGUE ENDOWMENT SOCIETY OF COLLINGWOOD                                             Spring Issue 2020 

Nature League  

Welcome  to Spring 

 

 

Spring Speaker  

Wednesday May 13th 
WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ 5ŀƛǊȅ 

Collingwood Library 

3rd Floor, 

55 St. Marie St. 

All visitors welcome 
 

10:00 am. Coffee                      10:30  Presentation. 
 

 

Tobermory 20 20  

 

Wed June 10th to Fri June 12th 
 

Join us for this popular Bruce Peninsula Adventure. 
You can choose a 1 or 2 night stay at the Coach 
House Inn, Tobermory.  
 

Due to the popularity of this outing all attendees 
must be Nature League members. 
 

Single Occupancy - $109.61 per night includes HST 
and 6 meals ($219.22) 
 

Double Occupancy - $151.42 for 2 people, per night, 
HST incl. and 6 meals ($302.84) 
 

BOOKING STARTS MONDAY MARCH 23, 2020 
 

See page 7 for booking information and more details 
from organizers, Jerry Finczak and Patricia Purcell 

 
 
 Spring Social  

Wednesday April 22nd 
All Saints Anglican Church 

32 Elgin Street, Collingwood 
Social 5-7 p.m. 

 

Join us for snacks and refreshments to help kick 
off our great 2020 spring program.  This event is 
a perfect time to renew acquaintances before 
the spring activities begin.  

 
Note cards will be available for purchase. 

 

We encourage you to bring a friend! 
 

Help Yank Garlic 

Mustard  

Saturday June 20th  
Town Trails 

10 am to 1 pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, June 20th, the Nature League is holding 
ŀ άDŀǊƭƛŎ aǳǎǘŀǊŘ tǳƭƭέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ ƛƴ 
Collingwood.  We will meet at the Labyrinth from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m., and are asking schools and members 
of the public to help. 
 

 

C ancelled 
Due to Covid-19 

Rebooked for  September 

9
th

 to 11
th

 

Further information will 

be forthcoming over the 

summer 
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The Nature League has 
donated $600.00 to the Bruce 
Trail as a memorial to honour 6 
of our members who passed 
away in 2019.  
The Members were: 

 

Karol Beldowski 
Esmonde Clarke 

Gail Worth 
Marty Bruce 
Keith Latimer 
Vanda Kilpen 

 

 

 

In Memoriam ς Esmonde Clarke 
He was a long-time member of the Nature League, organizing our Hiking 
Programme for many years as well as leading many of them. He was a 
constant presence at our Garlic Mustard Pulls, Fundraisers, Speaker and 
Social Events and a member of the Board for three years. He also worked on 
the Harbourview Park Nature sign project. His loyalty, friendship and 
steadfastness will be greatly missed. 

 
 

 

In Memoriam ς Gail Worth 
Gail was a member of the Nature League for many years, serving on the 
Board as Secretary in 1994, as well as hike and snowshoe leader and as a 
{ƻǳǇΩǎ on host. As a hike leader she loved to share her birding knowledge 
often identifying them by their calls. 
 
 

CƻǳƴŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ Dŀƛƭ ²ƻǊǘƘΩǎ tŀǇŜǊǎ ŀǘ ƘŜǊ 5Ŝǎƪ 
It epitomizes her love of life, of beauty and nature and it was a 
subject which was near to her heart   Don Kerr 
 
I think that, if required, to name instantly the most perfect thing 
in the universe, I wƻǳƭŘ Ǌƛǎƪ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘŜ ƻƴ ŀ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŜƎƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΣ 
first, its exquisite fragility of material, strong only by the 
mathematical precision of that form so daintily molded. There is 
its absolute purity from external stain, since that thin barrier 
remains impassable until the whole thing is in ruins. Then, its 
range of tints, so varied, so subdued, and so beautiful, - 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΣ ƻǊ ǇǳǊŜ ōƭǳŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ 
wƻōƛƴΩǎΣ ƻǊ ŘƻǘǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǘǘƭŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜƭƛŜǎǘ ƻŦ ōǊƻǿƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊǳǎƘΩǎΣ ƻǊ ŀǉǳŀƳŀrine with stains of moss-agate like the 
/ƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿΩǎΣ ƻǊ ōƭƻǘŎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŜƛǊŘ ƛƴƪ-marks on a 
ǇŀƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ hǊƛƻƭŜΩǎΣ ŀǎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ōƻǊŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƎƛŎ 
ŎƭǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘΩǎ ŘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƴǎƛƭŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ  Above all, the 
associations and predictions of this little wonder, -- that one 
may bring home between his fingers all that winged splendor, 
all that celestial melody, coiled in mystery within these tiny 
walls! Even the chrysalis is less amazing for its form always 
preserves some trace, however fantastic, of the perfect insect, 
and it is but molting a skin; but this egg appears to the eye as a 
separate unit from some other Kingdom of Nature, claiming 
more kindred with the very stones than with feathery existence; 
and it is as if a pearl opened and an angel sang. 

 
 

 

 

Esmonde in his element 
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 Youth Summit Presentation by Hannah Rydlo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Hannah opened an impressive presentation at a Nature League Board meeting 
on November 7th by thanking the Nature League for sponsoring her for the 
2019 Ontario Nature Youth Summit. At the summit there were speakers on 
reptiles and on what Ontario Nature does. Workshops included careers in 
conservation, the effects of storms and human activity on beaches, water 
wildlife, medicinal plants, educating children in the woods, wild edibles, First 
Nations cultural values, bird-watching, and everyday sustainability. Most of 
these had a practical, hands-on aspect and at least one touched on difficult 
choices in environmental ethics, especially related to invasive species. Fun was 
structured inτnot just the hands-on activities, but also group challenges and a 
campfire evening with a First Nations storyteller. Besides learning from 
presenters and workshop leaders from varied backgrounds, Hannah shared  

with us the changes she is making in her own life as a result of the Summit, her involvement in the CCI 
environmental group Gaia, her thinking about university and her plans to work with Collingwood Town 
Council as part of the Collingwood Youth Council. See more about ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǳƳƳƛǘ ŀǘ 
https://ontarionature.org/events/youth-summit        Beth Theis 
 

 

 

Sponsorship 
 

Each Year the Nature 
League sponsors up to 
three students to the 
hƴǘŀǊƛƻ bŀǘǳǊŜΩǎ !ƴƴǳŀƭ 
Youth Summit.  In 2019 
we sponsored the 
following two students: 
 

Hannah Rydlo ς CCI 
Nadine Oliynyk -CCI 

Hannah with Marlene Esson 

Volunteer Needed!!! 
 

Marlene Esson has been co-ordinating the annual 
selection of the three students sponsored by the 
Nature League for many years but 2020 will be her 
last year.  Marlene is asking that anyone 
interested in taking on this function work with her 
this spring to learn how the process works.  
  

The recruitment of students currently falls under 
ǘƘŜ hƴǘŀǊƛƻ bŀǘǳǊŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ Ƨƻō 
description but we can easily separate the two 
functions.  
  

Feel free to email Rose 
(rose@roseincollingwood.com)or Marlene 
(dmesson@yahoo.com) for additional 
information. 
 

 

 
 

Great article about us on www.collingwoodtoday.ca  Go 
to the website to read the full article.   

 

https://ontarionature.org/events/youth-summit
mailto:rose@roseincollingwood.com
mailto:dmesson@yahoo.com
http://www.collingwoodtoday.ca/
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 Nature League Winter Programs in Pictures  Thank you to program co-ordinator Carole Hill and  Carolyn 

aƻŜǊǎŎƘƴŜǊ Ǉƭǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ άǎƻǳǇΩǎ ƻƴέ Ƙƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘƭǳŎƪ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΦ tƘƻǘƻǎ ōȅΥ WŜǊǊȅ CƛƴŎȊŀƪΣ /ƘǊƛǎ 
Dudley, Gary Cauthers and Pat Pursell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

2020 
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Walkers meet on Wednesdays at Home Hardware (High and Sixth St) parking lot to car pool (unless noted 

otherwise).  Please note car pool and hike times for each event.  Leader will allow 5 minutes extra for latecomers.  

When carpooling, the leader will meet participants in the Home Hardware parking lot in Collingwood. If the 

weather conditions are unfavourable the decision on whether or not to continue with the outing will be made by 

those who show up. If cancelled those showing up may wish to adjourn to a local café to socialize and enjoy a 

coffee. 

All participants must check in with the Leader either at carpool area or at Trailhead, at least 10 minutes prior to 

walk.  Guests must sign a waiver before the activity.  Any questions should be directed to the leader of each walk. 

Please come prepared with suitable clothing, sturdy footwear and, if possible, a cell phone.  If noted, bring your 

lunch and a beverage. 

¶ Advise leader of any health issues and carry a list of medications 

¶ Arrive on time to put on any equipment 

¶ Do not go ahead of the leader, and do not leave the walk without informing the leader or sweep. 

¶ Select a buddy for each walk and if a hiker is missing, notify the sweep immediately 

¶ If carpooling, please stay in convoy ς do not choose an alternate route 

¶ Please no pets 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Saturday, April 18th  
Ontario Nature Huronia Spring Meeting 

All members are welcome .  Ontario Nature Huronia is hosting and leading a hike in Carden Alvar Provincial Park  

(Kawartha Lakes).  Details to follow via Email. Cancelled 
 

Wednesday, April 22nd  
Spring Social 

All Saints Anglican Church, 32 Elgin St. Collingwood. 5:00-7:00 pm.  See front page of newsletter for details 
 

Wednesday, April 22nd  
50th Anniversary Earth Day 

Proclamation will be read and a flag will be raised at the Collingwood Library at 2 p.m.  Possible get together 

immediately following ς details to follow 
 

Wednesday May 6th  
Town Trails 

Presentation of cheque to Murray Knowles for donation of $1500 from dance Fund Raiser to Collingwood Trails  

Meet at parking lot behind sewage plant at First and Birch Streets at 10:15 am. Walk starts and ends at the 

amphitheatre where we will have our picnic lunch. Easy walk approx. 1-1/2hours, level, safe footing along the shore 

Sunset Point, and various trails.   Lunch ς Amphitheatre       Leader: Jerry Finczak   Sweep: Rose Feaver 

 

 

Nature League Spring Program 2020 

Need a ride to a walk or meeting?   Contact: 
 

Collingwood: Clare Capon 705-446-9874 

Wasaga Beach: Carole Hill 705-429-2869 

Creemore: Gary Cauthers 705-466-2272 

 

Members will no longer need to sign a waiver at each event. 
The Waiver each member signs when joining Nature 
League, or renewing their membership, will suffice for the 
year. Please still check in with the leaders at each event for 
a head count.  Guests must sign a waiver before the activity.   

Due to Covid ɀ 19 and to ensure our 

membership that we are following the 

guidelines of physical distancing in the 

best interest of keeping everyone safe 

and healthy all organized walks/ hikes 

listed in the spring program 2020 are 

cancelled. 
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Wednesday May 13th  
Spring Speaker 

WƻƘƴ aƛƭƭŜǊΣ aƛƭƭŜǊΩǎ 5ŀƛǊȅ 

Collingwood Library, 2nd. Floor, 

55 St. Marie St. 

10:00 am. Coffee       10:30 Presentation. 

 

Wednesday May 20th  
Margaret Paul Side Trail 

Car Pool time 9:45 am. 

Directions from Collingwood, take Mountain Road to the roundabout, then Scenic Caves Road to the top of the 

mountain, and continue on to Banks.   Turn right at Banks and head north on the 4th Line to the 18/19 Sideroad. 

Turn left and continue along the 18/19 sideroad to the 5th line where the walk begins. Moderate difficulty, a 

rocky road at the beginning can make footing a little difficult, and there is a short steep hill at the end, otherwise 

the trail, largely through scenic woodlands and by a lovely stream is very gentle. Length of walk is approx. 3.5kms. 

Lunch by the stream 

Leader: Janet Howden ς 705-444-6104   Sweep: Nancy Jessop 

 

Wednesday May 27th  
Hoggs Falls 

Car Pool time: 9:15 a.m. 

Directions: West on 6th St., south on Osler Bluffs Rd., west On Grey Rd. 19, south on Grey Rd. 2, west on Grey Rd. 

пΣ Ǉŀǎǘ DǊŜȅ wŘΦ моΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ 9ŀǎǘ .ŀŎƪ [ƛƴŜΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ [ƻǿŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ wŘΦ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƻƎƎΩǎ Cŀƭƭǎ ǎƛƎƴǎ  ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪing 

lot on left.   Scenic approx. 4.6 km. loop, hills, moderate difficulty. 

Lunch at the falls 

Leaders: Lois and Gary Cauthers  705-466-2272.   

 

Wednesday June 3rd  
Pine River-Kilgorie 

Car Pool time: 9:30 a.m. 

Directions: Hwy. 124 south through Singhampton to Redickville. Turn left on Dufferin Rd. 21, go to the third 

intersection-Prince of Wales Rd., turn right, continue to T-intersection (15th Side road) and park. Scenic, 3.1 km. 

mostly wooded loop with some moderate hills, good footing and views. 
 

 Lunch by fishing pond 
 

Leader: Robert Brand 

Sweep: Pat Purcell 

 

We need your help! 
Please let us know of any member who is ill at 
home or in hospital. 
 

Contact  
Clare Capon 705-446-9874  or 
clare.capon@gmail.com   and copy Migs. 

or 
 

Migs Baker 705-445-4097 or 
migsbak18@hotmail.com and copy Clare 
 

Mark your Calendar 
Ontario Nature  -  Huronia Regional Meeting 

Saturday, April 18, 2020. 
Meeting at Carden Recreation Centre 

258 Lake Dalrymple Rd, Sebright 
Time 10:00 am 

Also Carden Alvar Birding Field Trip from 8:00 ς 10:00 a.m. 
More details will be Emailed to all members 

 

mailto:clare.capon@gmail.com
mailto:migsbak18@hotmail.com
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Wednesday June 10th to Friday June 12th   
 

Tobermory - 3 Day Event  
 

Leaders:  Jerry Finczak and Robert Brand 
 

Three days of hiking/walking (or whatever one may choose to do). A committee has been formed and a number of 
ideas were put forth by the participants. While the key leaders will be Jerry and Robert, we would like YOU to share 
your expertise. For those of you who attended the Hike training session, here is a great opportunity for you to put 
that knowledge to use by leading (or co-leading) a hike? There are also opportunities for a nature walk, a museum 
trip, shopping trip or garden tour? Please contact Pat Purcell by phone at 705 445-9889 or email 
ppurcell1007@hotmail.com . 
 

Our stay will once again be at the Coach House Inn in Tobermory. This year there are 39 rooms available on  first 
come first served. The price has increased for the first time in 3 years by $10.00 per person per night plus HST. A very 
nominal amount. 
 

Single Occupancy - $109.61 per night includes HST and 6 meals ($219.22) 
Double Occupancy - $151.42 for 2 people, per night, HST incl. and 6 meals ($302.84) 
 

Reservations: Start Monday March 23rd 
¶ To book please email Ruth Vance at info@coachhouseinnresort.com or call 1-519-596-2361 and let her know you 

are part of the Nature League Group 
Provide the following information: 

¶ Your phone number (to provide credit card information or if no email access), 

¶ If you would like the same room as last year (and to reconfirm those who may have reserved last year), 

¶ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƻǊ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ƻŎŎǳǇŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻƳƳŀǘŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ 

¶ Ruth has credit card details for some of you containing current expiry dates(on hand from last year). If you wish 
for Ruth to use that information, please provide her your authorization to do so. 

¶ She will then confirm by email (or phone if requested). 

¶ Space is limited to 39 rooms. Due to the popularity of this outing all attendees must be Nature League members.  
 

Included: 
¶ 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners and of course your accommodation. 
 

Please note: If you do not plan to stay at the Inn but wish to join us for meals, which you are most welcome to do, you 
will be charged for each meal for which you make a reservation . 
 

¶ Booking starts Monday March 23rd and will be open until Monday May 25th, 2020. 

¶ Once you have registered with Ruth please email Pat Purcell at ppurcell1007@hotmail.com to advise as to your 
preference to hike, walk, or doing your own thing. Also let her know of your interest to lead or assist the 
leader/organize an outing. 

 

Check ςin time is after 1:00 pm and cancellation policy is 12 noon the day prior to arrival. Please advise Ruth Vance 
by phone 1-519-596-2361 of a cancellation immediately as well as  Pat at ppurcell1007@hotmail.com or call 705 
445-9889 (cell 416 529-1939) 
 

Wednesday June 17th  
Bognor Marsh 
Car Pool time 10:00 a.m. 
Directions: Hwy 26 West , After 5 km turn left on County Road 40. Follow 40 for 18 km to Grey Rd. 12 and turn right. 
After 7 km turn left on Sideroad 10. After another 7 km turn rightat T-junction and in 200 m turn left on Grey Road 
18. In 4 km arrive at Bognor Marsh parking area, across from Concession Rd. 4 Bognor Marsh Conservation Area.  
Loop is a 3.2 mile moderately trafficked loop trail located near Meaford that features beautiful wild flowers and is 
good for all skill levels. The trail is primarily used for hiking, walking, nature trips, and birding and is best used from 
March until October     Leader: Chris Rickard ς 705-444-6671  Sweep: TBD 
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Saturday June 20th  
Garlic Mustard Pull 
At the Labyrinth from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m 
See  the front page for details 
 

Wednesday June 24th   
Walk and BBQ   Mad River Trail 
 

Car pool time 10 a.m. 
Take Hwy 124 through Duntroon to the Glen Huron turn on the left. In Glen Huron go as far as the water wheel where 
the road turns to the left. Make the left turn and park on the right hand side of the road. This is an easy walk along the 
river valley through trees to the base of Devils Glen Ski Club returning on the same route. Approx 1 ½ hrs. 
Leader: David and Sandra Hore 705-445-6464 
 

Gary and Lois Cauthers will host a BBQ for members of the Nature League. Please arrive at 11:30 am for lunch at noon. 
Sausages and buns only are provided; bring your own salad/dessert if you wish. Please call 705-466-2272 or email: 
glcauthers@rogers.com if you are a vegetarian or need directions. 
 

Monday June 22nd or Thursday June 25th  
Butterfly Outing - Date and directions to be confirmed 
A butterfly outing would be a stroll, covering much less ground than a regular hike.  One has to move slowly to 
discover most species.  Chris practices catch and release: puts the butterfly in a jar, let everyone have a good look, 
then let it go. Please note if there is no sun butterflies will not fly. Chris will lead two groups one in the morning and 
one in the afternoon. Once date is confirmed, registration will be sent to the members.  Leader: Chris Rickard 
 

Wednesday July 15th  
Potluck Supper  
hƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘ ŀǘ CǊƛǘȊȅ bȅŘŀƳΩǎ  cottage.   151 Cameron St., Thornbury. 
3:00 pm swim and socialize, 5:00 pm supper. 
Bring your own contribution to the meal, plate, cup, cutlery, chair and beverage.  Tea, coffee and before dinner snacks 
will be provided.  Please let Fritzy know if you will be attending the event by July 13th.  
Directions: Hwy. 26 to Thornbury, go through the lights on Hwy 26 to the 4th street (Peel St.) Turn right and proceed to 
the 2nd street (Cameron) and turn left. 
 

 
 

 

 

Holiday Potluck 
 

The holiday Potluck party was a huge success.  The food 
was amazing and all those attending had a great time.  
Many thanks to Ann Orr and her set up, clean up and carol 
co-ordinating volunteers. Thank you Jerry Finczak for 
setting up the bar with lots of holiday cheer!  
 

A special thank you goes out to Doreen Seiggel, Ann Orr 
and Clare Capon for making the beautiful center pieces, 
wall sconces and bucket decorations.  Also Thank you John 
Orr for making the centre piece boxes. 
 

The sale of these items raised $440.00.  What a team!!   

Mark Your Calender 
 

¶ AGM Wednesday September 23 

¶ Fall speaker event Wednesday 
November 18 

¶ Holiday Pot Luck December 8 


